Overall, this book covers well the basic principles of airway management. However, the presentation of the information on which these principles are based is uneven. For example, in the chapter dealing with fibreoptic management of the airway, topical anaesthesia of the airway for awake intubation is well described. The authors correctly stress that it is important "to hold the scope with the fibreroptic bundle fully extended so that the glass fibers are not broken by coiling or angulation", but then negate this advice by using a photograph of a large curve of the fibreoptic scope passing through a Fastrach LMA.
The chapters on routine intubation and intubation of the difficult airway are generally well written and provide some useful information about some of the alternative scopes found on most difficult intubation trolleys and the techniques for their use.
Complications of endotracheal intubation comprise one of the better chapters, drawn on the many studies and reports that have looked at factors involved in anaesthetic morbidity and mortality, including both AIMS and Deaths in N.S.W. [1984] [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] [1990] .
The chapter dealing with surgical approaches to airway management is very comprehensive and includes detailed instructions of the many options that have been reported. It also draws greatly on many of the commercial kits that are available and reports directly from the instructions that come with these kits. Complications of these various options are well dealt with. The chapter on the paediatric airway, which covers management of the newborn infant through to the sick child with epiglottitis and impeding airway obstruction, is also very good. The chapter on laryngeal mask airway (LMA) also draws heavily on the guidelines and techniques described by the manufacturers.
A great number of the illustrations or photographs are particularly unhelpful, e.g. an ink sketch of a man clutching his throat, labelled "the universal sign of choking". Also information is often just provided uncritically. For example there is a whole page devoted to technical specifications of numerous Olympus and Pentax endoscopes, and a nine-page appendix of extremely rare syndromes which may have some airway implications. The stated aim of the Handbook is "to provide an accessible summary of our current knowledge of clinical pain states and their management, when it is urgently needed in a clinical setting".
The book is divided into three sections, namely clinical pain states, therapeutic approaches and special problems of assessment and management. There are 73 contributors to the 46 individual chapters, with significant variation in style and readability. However, the writing standard is generally good, and the typeface and layout are appealing. Most chapters are shorter versions of those in the Textbook of Pain, but there is also more integration of basic science with descriptions of clinical pain entities.
Overall, the Handbook provides a sound outline of current understanding, with good overviews of pain neurobiology. However, as a "clinical companion" it is less than ideal. Partly, this reflects the disparity between our burgeoning knowledge of pain pathophysiology and the limited evidence base for therapies. It is still possible though, to give direction that reflects current practice. Consequently, it is surprising that an overall diagnostic approach to the patient with headache is not given, nor is a treatment plan for patients with postoperative pain. In a condition as difficult to manage as post amputation pain, it was an oversight that physical and psychological measures were not listed in a table of treatment suggestions.
In summary, the Handbook is a useful overview of pain medicine: a more digestible and economic version of the 
